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FOR HEGINBOTHAM 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: EGEN, ETRD, EFIN, JA, ASEAN 

SUBJECT: JAPAN AND ASEAN TO HOLD EXPERTS' MEETING ON 
STAB EX 

REF: STATE 114849 

1 . SUMMARY. JAPANESE AND ASEAN EXPERTS WILL MEET ON 
STAB EX IN JAKARTA AT THE END OF MAY. BUT JAPANESE 
GOVERNMENT STILL HAS NO AGREED POSITION ON THIS ISSUE. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. MITI AND MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS SOURCES HAVE 
CONFIRMED THAT JAPAN AND ASEAN WILL HOLD AN EXPERTS' 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PAGE 02 TOKYO 08736 160603Z 

MEETING ON THE POSSIBILITY OF A JAPAN-ASEAN STAB EX 
ARRANGEMENT. THE MEETING IS TO BE IN JAKARTA MAY 29 
AND MAY 30. MOFA INFORMS US THAT THE JAPANESE DELEGATION 
WILL BE LED BY A "COUNSELOR" - PROBABLY A BUREAU DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR GENERAL - AND THAT THE STABEX SCHEME WHICH 
ASEAN PRESENTED TO THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT SHORTLY 
AFTER THE NOVEMBER 1977 SESSION OF THE JAPAN-ASEAN 
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FORUM WOULD HAVE A SHARE IN THE EXPERTS' DISCUSSIONS. 

THIS SCHEME COVERS ABOUT TEN PRIMARY COMMODITIES, ALL 
OF MAJOR INTEREST TO AT LEAST ONE ASEAN COUNTRY, BUT IT 
DOES NOT INCLUDE MENTION OF THE $400 MILLION FIGURE 
WHICH SOMETIMES HAS BEEN SUGGESTED INFORMALLY BY ASEAN 
SOURCES AS A DESIRABLE SIZE FOR A JAPAN-ASEAN STAB EX 
FUND. 

3. WE ALSO UNDERSTAND FROM MOFA THAT THERE IS STILL DIS- 
AGREEMENT AMONG CONCERNED MINISTRIES ABOUT THE DESIRABILITY 
OF THE SCHEME, WITH THE FINANCE MINISTRY IN PARTICULAR 
HOLDING BACK. GIVEN THIS SPLIT WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT, THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY NOTED, THERE IS NO BASIS FOR TOKYO PRESS 
REPORTS THAT THE JAPANESE POSITION ON STAB EX WILL BE 
ANNOUNCED IN THE COURSE OF FOREIGN MINISTER SONODA'S 
PROPOSED MEETING WITH THE ASEAN FOREIGN MINISTRIES JUST 
AFTER THEIR SCHEDULED MID-JUNE CONFERENCE. INDEED, MOFA 
ADDED, CONTINUING UNCERTAINTY ABOUT THE JAPANESE DIET'S 
SCHEDULE HAS THUS FAR PREVENTED CONFIRMING SONODA'S 
AVAILABILITY FOR THE PROPOSED MEETING DATE OF JUNE 17 OR 
THEREABOUTS. MANSFIELD 
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